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Learning Support School Dog (Luna) Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 
•••• Who is the legal owner of Luna and who pays for her costs? 

Luna’s legal owner will be Mrs Moore who will care for her out of school hours in her home and 

will bear all the costs associated with having a pet dog including the purchase of the dog.  

•••• Is the Dog from a reputable breeder? 

Yes, we have spent many months researching for a reputable breeder. The breeder has 

monitored the puppies and has advised us as to which puppy most suits our exacting 

requirements. 

•••• Will the Dog be a distraction? 

Luna will be kept in the Head of School’s office. This office is separate from the classrooms to 

ensure she only comes into contact with children who are happy to have contact with a dog 

under strict supervision. We will be careful to ensure that time spent with Luna is shared 

amongst children. A variety of studies have shown that having a pet in school only supports 

positive outcomes for children in the long term, and her time in classes will be carefully 

timetable and managed to ensure that it supports the children’s attainment and progress. 

•••• Will a Risk Assessment been undertaken? 

Yes - a formal Risk Assessment will take place in accordance with the Cambridgeshire County 

Council Health and safety Procedures and Protocols. We have carefully considered having a dog 

in school and sought advice from many sources, including other schools that successfully have a 

School Dog. There will also be a School Dog Policy, which will be available to view on the School 

Website from September 2019. 

•••• Who is responsible for the training? 

Mrs Moore will be the legal owner of Luna and as a result, will be responsible for her training. 

Appropriate professional training will be obtained; initially she will complete basic puppy 

training with the Dogs Trust and then work towards her Kennel Club Good Citizenship Awards. 

Once Luna has completed all her assessments she may undertake PAT (Pets as Therapy) Dog 

training.  

•••• How will the Dog be toileted to ensure hygiene for all? 

In the interest of health and hygiene Luna will be toileted in a designated area of the School 

site. She will always be cleared up after immediately by an adult. She will always be fully 

vaccinated, wormed and have been treated for fleas. These will be kept up to date. 
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•••• When will the Dog come into School? 

Luna won’t be in school every day. It is recommended by charities that specialise in having 

therapy animals in schools that Luna integrates gradually into School life from 13 weeks of age. 

When fully socialised we anticipate Luna will be in school a maximum of three times weekly. 

Every morning there will be a sign outside the school which shows whether Luna is in or out 

that day.  

•••• How will the Dog’s welfare be considered? 

Luna will initially come to School for an hour or so each day and this will gradually be built up. 

She will be regularly walked either by Mrs Moore or another member of staff and have plenty 

of opportunities to use the toileting area. Luna will be kept in the Head’s office and will only 

have planned and supervised contact with children and visitors. She will be provided with food 

and unlimited access to water, a bed and her favourite toys. Luna will be carefully trained over 

a period of time and we will work very closely with other professionals to ensure her welfare is 

always carefully considered. 

•••• How will this be managed where students have allergies? 

Children will not be forced at any time to interact or go near Luna if they do not wish to do so.  

In order to interact with Luna, children will not need to touch her unless of course they wish to 

do so, this will relieve the possibility of allergic reactions. Cockapoos do not moult and are 

considered to be hypoallergenic. We already manage a number of allergies at school and this 

will be no different for students and adults that are allergic to dogs. Individual needs will always 

be met and we are happy to work with parents to put additional control measures in place for 

individual allergies. If this is a concern please let school know straight away. 

•••• My son/daughter is afraid of dogs, how will you manage this? 

Access to Luna is carefully managed and supervised and children do not need to have close 

contact with her. We hope to work closely with children who are fearful of dogs (at parental 

request) to alleviate their fear and to help them manage this. If this is a concern please let 

school know straight away.  

•••• Does this mean I can bring my dog from home into school? 

No, unfortunately not.  Luna will be carefully managed and supervised when on site.  She is 

undergoing specific training, vacinations, flea & worm treatment will be kept up to date; has 

been fully risk assessed and is covered by insurances which your dog is not, so the ban on other 

dogs on site will remain. 
 
  


