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Returning to School March 8th 2021 Guidance for Parents and Carers - written February 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are delighted to be able to share with you the plans we have put in place for fully reopening school 

on March 8th. We will be following the Department for Education’s Guidance for Schools to reopen. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf 

The school will function in a very similar way to how it was running during the Autumn Term, so you 

will know much of the following information but I wanted to provide it again for ease of reference and 

would ask you to read it carefully as there are some changes. I hope that you will find the following 

information useful and informative. 

We are really looking forward to welcoming the whole school community back and will continue with 

controls in place to minimise coronavirus risks. Your understanding, help and support of the measures 

that will be in place are much appreciated.  

The following information will be relevant until the Easter holidays. We review further to see what 

changes we can safely make as the lockdown restrictions ease over the coming months. 

Should my child come to school?  

 All children are expected to return to school with a 

risk of fining for those who do not.  

However: 

 Please ensure your child is well enough to attend 

school. If in doubt, please call us before bringing your 

child to school. 

Your child must stay at home and not attend school if they: 

 Have symptoms of coronavirus 

 Have tested positive for coronavirus 

 Are waiting for the results of a coronavirus test 

 Live with someone who has symptoms of coronavirus 

 Live with someone who is waiting for the coronavirus test results 

 Have been identified as a close contact of someone who has coronavirus. 

Always follow current self-isolation guidelines. 

What will we do if your child shows symptoms whilst at school? 

We understand that not every symptom, e.g. a child saying that they have a sore throat, is Covid-19 

related and will assess each case. However, the national guidance is very clear that children should be 

sent home immediately. We are not medically trained and will have to err on the side of caution, 

whilst being as sensible as possible.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
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If we do have concerns: 

 Your child will be taken to a designated space and cared for, at a social distance, by an adult 

who is First Aid trained. A member of the CLT will also be present. 

 If your child requires First Aid, the adult will wear PPE (personal protective equipment). They 

will explain this to your child and talk to them and reassure them throughout. 

 We will call you and ask you to collect your child immediately. It is really important that we 

have up to date contact details so that we can reach you as quickly as possible. Please contact 

the school office if you need to update any of your details. 

 You will be required to get your child tested for Coronavirus and to share the results with us 

as a matter of urgency.  

What if there is a confirmed case of Coronavirus in School? 

 You must inform us if your child tests positive for Coronavirus. 

 In this circumstance Public Health England will be informed and they will guide the school 

through the steps to take. Cambridgeshire County Council will also be informed. We will 

ensure your child’s confidentiality and will only share information with those who need to 

know.  

How will school guarantee social distancing?  

The Government have made it clear that early years and primary aged children 

cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. As such, we 

are unable to guarantee this social distancing requirement to you. 

Nevertheless, we have significant measures in place to promote social distancing 

including: 

 Children remaining within their own year group bubble 

 Zoned, allocated play spaces 

 Only Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2 will eat in the dining hall. The hall will only seat one year 

group bubble at a time and the tables, chairs and touch points will be cleaned between each 

year group coming into the hall.   Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 will eat in their class rooms and have 

school dinners delivered to them. 

 In the classroom, where appropriate, the children will sit in the same space each day. 

Different year groups will arrange their classrooms to meet the needs of their children. 

 Designated and strictly monitored use of toilet facilities 

 Staggered collection times and the use of different gates allowing us to minimise the 

number of people gathering  in one place at drop off and collection 

 Limited shared resources and individual stationery needs being provided for 

 Strictly limited internal movement around the school for staff and children 

 No assemblies in the hall until it is safe to do so 

  



3 

 

What should my child wear? 

All children should return to school in either: 

 Their school uniform most days of the week. I fully appreciate your children may have grown 

out of their school uniform and that it is difficult to buy new uniform at the moment. 

Therefore, if this is a problem, please send them in to school in either their PE kit, or clothing 

as close to the school uniform as you can. Of course allowances will be made to support you 

all. 

 Their outdoor PE kit with trainers on their PE days. Your teacher will inform you of those 

days in the first week back. If your child is not in their PE kit on the correct day, a decision 

will be made as to whether they can take part or not. 

 Children will hang their coats and bags in the cloakrooms as usual, but as they are not 

changing for PE they should not bring a large bag 

Face coverings for children in Primary schools do not need to be worn by children. Staff will be wearing 

face masks in communal staff areas and when they are moving around the building.  

Children will be spending more time outside. Please ensure that they have sun lotion applied and a 

sun hat during hot weather and a rain coat for wet days.  

Due to the field being in constant use for entering and leaving the site and during break/lunch we are 

asking for all children and staff to have a pair of indoor shoes that will be left in school. Outdoor shoes 

need to be appropriate and may still get muddy, although I am hoping we are through the worst of 

the winter/muddy stage and that the fields will be drying out. 

Other items to be brought to school 

 Your child will need to have a named water bottle please.  

 Any inhalers and medicines that are required. These must be named and please check they 

are still in date before returning them to school. 

 Own tissues and hand sanitiser if possible 

 Foundation and KS1 can also bring in a small soft toy which needs to stay in school all week 

and be washed at the weekend. This has been really useful to give the children a little bit of 

home and something to cuddle if they are feeling concerned. This will be kept under review 

as it is a temporary measure whilst the children get settled and we are unable to have 

‘shareable’ soft toys in the classrooms. 

Drop off and Collection 

We will still need to be socially distancing and therefore we will continue to use the various gates to 

enable children to enter and leave the school site safely.  

Where possible please can we request that only one adult drops off or collects the children and please 

try to move away from the school area as soon as you have dropped off or collected. Please do not 

gather to chat with other parents as this blocks access.  

We have allocated gates and time slots depending on your child/children’s surname, allowing siblings 

to arrive and depart at the same time and through the same gates, with the exception of Foundation 

and Year 6 who will use their own gate. 
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Morning Drop off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring your child to the relevant gate at the correct time. This system was working really well 

before Christmas – thank you. 

Afternoon Pick Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For collection, please come to the correct gate at your allocated time, where members of staff will 

direct you accordingly.  

Gate A       Gate B 

    

  

Main Entrance 
Playground gate 

exit via Main Entrance 
Double gates   
playground 

Car park gate Back field gate Park Avenue 

Gate A Gate B Gate C Gate D Gate E Gate F 

Staff  before 8.30  8:45 – 8:55 8:45 – 8:55 8:45 – 8:55 

Visitors/deliveries Foundation 
Owl Class A-C H-K S-V Year 6 

8:55 – 9:05 8:55 - 9:05 8:55 - 9:05 

Foundation 
Nightingale Class D-G L-O P-R W-Z 

 

8:45 – 8:55 8:45 – 8:55 

8:55 - 9:05 8:55 - 9:05 

Main Entrance Playground gate 
exit via Main Entrance 

Double gates   
playground 

Car park gate Back field gate Park Avenue 

Gate A Gate B Gate C Gate D Gate E Gate F 

Staff  before 8.30 & after  
15.30 15:05 - 15:10 15:15 - 15:20 15:15 - 15:20 15:15 - 15:20 15:15 - 15:20 

Visitors/deliveries Foundation 
Owl Class A-C H-K S-V Year 6 

15:10 - 15:15 15:20 - 15:25 15:20 - 15:25 15:20 - 15:25 15:20 - 15:25 

Foundation 
Nightingale Class D-G L-O P-R W-Z 
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Gate C       Gate D 

  

Gate E Gate F 

  

Timings are crucial and we ask you to keep to the allocated times. Gates will shut promptly.  

Due to the many gates and staggered start times we are unable to allow bikes or scooters to be 

brought onto site by any year group. This will be reviewed if this changes going forward. The car park 

will be locked and out of bounds from 8.30 to 15.30. You will not be able to use the car park. If you 

are a blue badge holder, please contact Mrs Gatward on 01480 375600. We would be grateful if you 

could leave your cars at home or park well away from the various entrances 

if at all possible to reduce congestion around the school and our neighbours 

houses. 

Whilst social distancing within class bubbles is not expected or possible, 

we do expect this to be maintained amongst families waiting at drop-off 

and collect. Please wear a face covering. We will need your help and 

cooperation in ensuring other families can arrive or leave safely.  

Curriculum 

The normal curriculum will resume and the teachers will assess the children in order to enable them 

to plan appropriately. Subjects may be blocked rather than taught every week to enable time for more 

PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education) lessons to take place as all our children 

return to school. We want to ensure our children are looked after as a whole child and will ensure we 

look after their well-being as well as enabling them to make progress in their learning across the 

curriculum. Children’s social distancing will be promoted, but children will be able to play in their wider 

year group bubbles at break time and lunchtime.  

Stationery equipment in school 

Each child will be given their own pack of resources – pencil, rubber, ruler etc. which will be kept in a 

named plastic bag on their table. We would like to allow Year 5 and Year 6 children the opportunity 

to bring their own stationery in a pencil case. This will need to be plastic and wipeable and not too big 

– it must be able to fit in their drawer. They will need pen, pencil, rubber, pencil sharpener, high 
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lighters and coloured pencils. We will provide them with a 30 cm ruler, glue stick and white board 

pens. Packs will be available from school for children not wishing to bring in their own. They could just 

bring in an empty pencil case to hold the resources supplied by school, if they wish.  
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Additional Measures 

 Your child’s classrooms, toilets and surrounding areas will be cleaned regularly and 

touchpoints will be cleaned throughout the day 

 Your child will be asked to wash their hands or use hand sanitiser, as a minimum 

o Upon arrival 

o Before and after break times 

o Before eating 

o Before home time 

o After using the toilet 

o Whenever they cough or sneeze into their hands 

 

Hand sanitiser units will be available in each classroom and at various points around the school. 

 Special ‘tissue bins’ are available in all classrooms for the children to ‘catch 

it, kill it, bin it’. These have lids on them and will be emptied regularly 

throughout the day as necessary.  

 Classroom doors will be left open (as much as possible) so that rooms are well ventilated, 

and to reduce the use of door handles significantly. Windows will also be open whenever 

possible. Fire risk assessments are in place for these provisions. 

Lunch provision 

You may remember that we changed our caterers during the past 6 months and our meals are now 

provided by Aspens. The food quality is so much better and the feedback from children and staff has 

been very positive. We would love it if your child would try the lunches if they haven’t already.  

Visitors to site 

We are still restricting visitors to site. Music teachers, Volunteers and Sports Coaches will be allowed 

to return. 

How can I speak with my child’s teacher or a member of staff? 

Parents are not permitted on the school site without an appointment (other than EYFS parents, 

briefly, when dropping off and collecting) but we still, of course, want to offer you our utmost 

support. 

Please use any of the following options to keep in touch: 

Our school phone number: 01480 375600 

Class dojo or Tapestry 

Email: office@littlepaxton.cambs.sch.uk 

Please contact the school office team in the following circumstances for the foreseeable future: 

 Medical /other appointment: 

Please advise the office of the appointment, including a scan/photo of your letter, stating 

what time you will come to collect them and whether they require a school meal. Come to 

Gate A, at the front of school, and phone the office on 01480 375600 to let us know you are 

waiting. A staff member will sign your child out and bring them to you. When you return, 

mailto:office@littlepaxton.cambs.sch.uk
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please ring the office when you are at the gate and a staff member will collect your child, 

sign them in and see them back to their classroom. 

 What if my child has forgotten something? 

If there is an essential item you have forgotten to send in with your child, please bring it to 

Gate A and phone the school office. A staff member will collect the item from you and take 

it to your child. 

Please contact your child’s teacher via dojo in the following circumstances for the foreseeable 

future: 

 You are going to be late, or someone else is collecting your child. 

 You have a message for your child e.g. that they should walk home on their own. 

I hope that this information will reassure you that we are doing everything possible to reduce the 

risk of Coronavirus. We will continue to follow guidance and communicate any significant changes to 

you as they happen. 

The children remain at the heart of all of the decisions taken. Little Paxton Primary school is a very 

special place and we are looking forward to being back together again! 

Thank you for all of your support. 

 

Nickie Moore 


