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This half term… 

We are really proud of how the children have come back after the Christmas holidays. 

They have settled back into routines really quickly. We are encouraging the children to 

become more independent in their learning this half term. We are setting mini challenges 

within our learning environment for the children to have a go at! 

Our topic for this half term is Space! Our topic next half term is Our Wonderful World!  

Don’t Forget… 

Monday-Outdoor PE 

Tuesday-Indoor PE 

(Please send your child to school on a 

Monday and Friday wearing tracksuit 

bottoms, t-shirt, hoodie/jumper and 

Velcro trainers suitable for outdoors 

(no plimsolls please). 

Important Dates 

Wednesday 2nd February-Talk for Learning Day 

(Whole School) 

Wednesday 2nd February-Parent’s Evening 

3.30-6pm 

Tuesday 8th February-Parent’s Evening 3.30-

8pm 

Friday 11th February-Break up for half term 

Monday 21st February-Teacher Training Day 

Tuesday 22nd February-Children back to school. 

 

Spring 1 Topic-Space 

This half term our topic is Space. The books we are 

focusing on are Beegu, Whatever Next and Man on the 

Moon.  

When we returned to school after Christmas we had a big 

surprise! Aliens had crash landed onto our playground. 

The children have loved being detectives to try and work 

out what had happened! In the outdoor area, we have a 

space explorers shed which the children are using for role 

play. 

Over the next half term, we will be learning all about the 

moon and about astronauts who visit the moon-past and 

present! 

 

Spring 2 Topic-Our Wonderful World 

Next half term, our topic is Our Wonderful World. 

The books we will be looking at are: What the 

Ladybird Heard, Aaaarrgh Spider! and Oi Frog!.  

During this topic, we will be looking at the natural 

world around us as we move from winter into spring. 

We will look at seasonal changes in our environment 

and spend lots of time outdoors. We will be learning 

about the life cycles of animals and also looking at 

planting and how things grow and change over time. 



 

Maths  

Last term in maths, the children learned all about the numbers 1-5. The children have learned all about the 

composition of these numbers and the different ways the numbers can be made up e.g. 5 can be made up 

of 4+1 and 3+2. The children have become much more confident at explaining their thought process and 

explaining what they see and how they see it. This term we will be building on this and moving onto 

numbers 6-10. By the end of reception, the Early Learning Goal for number states that children in 

reception need to be able to subitise (recognising quantities without counting) to 5, have a deep 

understanding of numbers to 10 including the composition of each number, to automatically recall number 

bonds without the use of aids to 5 and some number bonds to 10 and compare quantities to 10 recognising 

greater than, less than or the same as. 

Phonics 

The children have now been taught all of the sounds in Phase 2. These are the sounds in Phase 2, s, a, t, 

p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll and ss. Please continue to revise these using the flashcards 

we sent home before Christmas. It is vital that the children are secure in Phase 2. These sounds are the 

foundation for the children to be able to begin to read CVC words. Once the children can recognise these 

sounds in isolation, the next step is to begin to blend the sounds together e.g. c-a-t to make the word cat. 

This is a tricky skill that takes lots of practice. Please try to read as much as possible at home to allow your 

child to practise this skill. 

We have now started Phase 3 phonics and these are the sounds we will be covering over the next term: j, 

v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure and er.  

Tricky words: I, no, go, to, into, the, he, she, we, me, be, you, are, her, was, all, they and my. 

By the end of reception, children should be able to read a simple sentence using their phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words and recognise some irregular words and write a simple sentence with words spelt 

phonetically. Phonics is vital for both of these aspects. Please support your children by revising these 

phonics sounds and reading regularly at home to allow the children to apply their phonics skills. 

Adults in Foundation 

Mrs Moffat (Owl Classteacher and EYFS Phase Leader) Mrs Button (Owl TA) 

Miss Clayton (Nightingale Class Teacher) and Mrs Johnson (Nightingale TA) 

Mrs Vickers (PPA cover Nightingales-Tuesday Afternoon) 

Reminders 

Please ensure your child brings their book bag and a water bottle to school each day as well as weather 

appropriate clothes e.g waterproof coat/wellies. Please ensure all clothing/belongings are clearly named. 

Please do not hesitate to speak to us about any queries or concerns you may have. We are always 

available after school or you can write a note in your child’s communication book which can be placed into 

the drop box each morning.  

Thank you for your continued support. Foundation Team  

 


