
 

 

PAXTON PRESS - 10th July 2026 

 

YOUR WEEKLY "HELLO" FROM MISS O 

Hello and happy Friday to our wonderful Little Paxton families, 

  

In true Little Paxton style, we have had a very busy week. It's crazy to think that we only 

have one school week left of the current year, where has that time gone? It was great to see 



so many children coming to school on Monday in their England colours to celebrate 

England's win against Mexico. Here's hoping that the boys will do it again on Saturday night! 

  

LP Fest was just amazing this week. I love seeing our school community come together and 

spend time with one another. It was so well supported, even in the hot weather. Thank you 

so much to all of you who joined us. I really appreciate the staff who planned, set up, ran, 

and packed down, the event. It is such a brilliant time! 

  

We also travelled to a land far, far away this week with our Year 6 children performing 'Shrek 

the Musical' as their end of year production. All of the school watching during the day and 

we had the hall packed with friends and family in the evening. I love watching the 

productions as there is always at least one child who surprises us with their hidden talents. 

The children were awesome and I know that anyone who watched, were as proud as we 

were of the cast. A massive thanks to all the year 6 team for working with the children to 

create such a fantastic show! 

  

It was wonderful to have some of our ex-pupils, who are Language Leaders at Longsands, 

come into school on Wednesday to deliver lessons to some of our children. I know our Little 

Paxton children enjoyed the sessions and the ex-pupils loved visiting again. We also 

welcomed our new EYFS children, their families, and their teddies, to school on Thursday for 

the Teddy Bear's Picnic. Due to the hot weather, this took place in our school hall. We can't 

wait for the children to join us officially in September.  

 

We have had a few near misses over the last number of weeks on the road outside school, 

especially at drop off. Please don't forget that you should not park on the zig zag lines; stop 

at the crossing (when there is no-one crossing) for your children to get out of the car or let 

children out of the car into the road so they have to stand on the road before they can get to 

the path. If you need to park for drop off, come at 9am (you're not late until 9.10am) as 

there is always plenty of room by then. In addition, we have noticed children who are not in 

Year 5 or Year 6 coming into the playground, or through the office, in the morning without 

an adult. Children need to be accompanied by an adult until the whistle blows at 8.50am, 

unless they are in Year 5 or Year 6 and have completed the permission form which allows 

them to walk to/from school on their own. I was worried for the children's safety, on 

Thursday morning in particular. Let's work together to keep our children safe. 

 



I had a very proud message from a parent telling me about the success some of our children 

had over the weekend at their national cheerleading competition. The girls are all part of 

Falcon Flames, who train in school on Monday and Thursday. Ruby J, Rae, Ada, Matilda, 

Scarlett, Marnie and Summer came 2nd in their group cheer routine. Ruby and Summer 

came FIRST in their stunt routine; Matilda achieved first place in her dance solo; Summer 

came 1st in her dance solo AND Scarlett and Marine placed FIRST in their dance duet. I am 

delighted to be able to share their success with you all! Congratulations girls, we are so very 

proud of you all! 

  

It was a week for proud messages from parents, as I received this as well  - Edward is going 

to Disneyland with the 1st Little Paxton Scouts next year and they have been challenged to 

do some fundraising as part of the preparation. He challenged himself (and his mum) to walk 

around Grafham water, all 9 miles/15km of it. His mum told me: they set off early this 

morning and finished around lunchtime. The walk was long and tough going but Ed 

persevered and managed the whole thing with ease (he even went on the giant bouncy 

pillow afterwards). He did an excellent job and has raised an amazing £365 so far! Well done 

to Edward, and mum, we're very proud of you! 

  

I would also like to wish our children who are competing in the Dance World Cup in Dublin 

over the next few days, good luck. We are cheering them all on!  

Please look out for the pictures in our Shout out to section. 

  

I had a flock of Ravens come to visit me to share their writing with me, I was really 

impressed with their work. After I had already sent my 'hello' to the office, a group of 

children came round with some of their work to show me. Isabelle (Sparrow) showed me 

her independent writing inspired by Michael Rosen's 'Chocolate Cake'; Elijah (Pigeon) shared 

his brilliant poem about the Summer Holidays (which also showed off his excellent 

handwriting); Lilly (Pigeon) wanted me to see her Maths AND her Summer Poem; Harriet 

(Pigeon) wanted to show me her Brownie badges and Gold Award; Summer (Pigeon) was 

really excited to show me her awards from her cheerleading competition and Amelia (Dove) 

was very proud of her writing and showed me her piece about the 3 Little Pigs. All of the 

children went away with a prize from my stash. 

  

Other children who have been working hard and demonstrating our school values 

consistently this week are our praise point champions. Drum roll please ... this week our 

praise point champions, who will each be earning an extra 5 praise points to add to their 

total are : 



Upper School - Cody (Pigeon Class) 

Lower School - Lacey (Woodpecker Class) - also whole school champion 

 Well done to you all and thank you for working so hard! 

 

Today we say congratulations and goodbye to Miss Gauci who has been working in Starling 

Class since January. Miss Gauci has successfully completed her teacher training and has 

secured a job for September in Cambridgeshire. Miss Gauci has become a valued member of 

our team, and I know the Starlings, the Year 2 children, and Miss Rose, will miss her very 

much. I would like to say a massive 'thank you' to Miss Gauci for the hard work and 

dedication she has shown to our school community during her placement and we all wish 

her the best as she starts her next chapter with her own class. We will miss you very much 

and know that you are going to be an asset to your new school and your children will be very 

lucky to have you as their teacher.  

  

Next week will be very busy with reports coming out, meet your current/new teacher 

appointments, Headteacher Awards Assembly, bringing home books and other wonderful 

things from school. Please send your child to school with a named bag for life so that we can 

start sending things home. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Parent Meetings 

 

We are holding end of year parent meetings with your child's current teacher on Tuesday 

14th July. This is a quick catch up with their current teacher for a 5 minute chat.  Should you 

wish to book a slot please contact the school office. The times are from 3.40pm until 5.30pm. 

We will also be giving parents the opportunity to meet their child's new class teacher for 

school year 2026/2027.  This will be  Wednesday 15th July from 3.30pm-5pm. Again contact 

the school office should you wish to book a slot. 



Workers of the Week 

 

1 - This half term we are celebrating being confident! 

FOUNDATION 

Marvelous Merlin -  Liliana - This is because her confidence has grown so much this week 

and it has been lovely to see her push herself out of her comfort zone. Keep being confident!  

Splendid Sparrow - Theo - Because he is always happy to share his ideas during carpet 

sessions and confidently includes others in his play. Theo has loved taking on the role of a 

sports coach, encouraging his friends and even showing them how to do press-ups! It has 

been wonderful to see him motivating and supporting those around him. Theo is a kind, 

caring boy who is liked by everyone in the class! Well done Theo 

  

YEARS 1 AND 2 

Lovely Lark - Myles - you are so much more confident coming into school now and for this I 

am so proud of you. You are becoming more confident to share your feelings, ideas and 

thoughts in class. Well done!  

Super Starling  - Freya- For showing confidence in your learning and always giving new 

things a go. Your positive attitude inspires others. Well done! 

Wonderful Woodpecker - Edward - for always having a 'can do' attitude and a positive 

attitude to his learning. He always gets involved and likes to share his ideas. Thank you and 

well done! 

 

YEARS 3 AND 4 



Remarkable Raven - Robyn - has grown in confidence so much since joining us. She is putting 

her hand up, sharing answers and working so hard. It's been lovely to see her grow and show 

us how amazing she is!  

Klever Kite - Ruby - because she has grown in confidence throughout the year and more so 

this term which has shown in her work and all her assessments. 

Fantastic Fisher - Isaac -  because he has shown great confidence and determination to keep 

going with his learning and be his best despite the ridiculous heat. 

 

YEAR 5 

Ready Wren - Edith - 'confident' is definitely the word to describe Edith! She's been confident 

ever since I first taught her in Year 2, but she's taken it to a new level this year. Highlights 

include fantastic dancing with the dance coach, and writing stories in English that are 

creative enough to be a novel! 

Perfect Pigeon - Elliot - because he as really impressed us with his attitude over the last 

couple of weeks; he is trying very hard to keep working hard and has grown in confidence in 

his writing especially. Keep it up Elliot, we are proud of you. 

 

YEAR 6 

Dedicated Dove - Rohan - for showing great confidence in his part in the year 6 performance 

of Shrek the musical, well done! 

Jubilant Jackdaw - Joe – for showing outstanding confidence throughout two dress 

rehearsals and two evening performances in his role as the Big Bad Wolf. Joe demonstrated 

great professionalism, embraced every performance with enthusiasm, and was an absolute 

star on stage. He is a brilliant team player in Year 6 and has a wonderful sense of humour! 

Well done, Joe! 

Message from Mrs Shirley 

Dear Little Paxton Families, 

 

Following the successful makeover of our Treehouse earlier this year, it's now time to give 

The Nest, our nurture classroom, and outside space a little refresh. 

We feel incredibly fortunate and grateful to have such wonderful spaces dedicated to our 

nurture provision. Both The Nest and The Treehouse are used and loved by many of our 



children. They are not only quieter learning environments but, more importantly, safe spaces 

where every emotion is welcomed, accepted, and supported. 

As our nurture spaces continue to evolve to meet the needs of our children, we would love 

to start the new school year with a fresh look for The Nest. Our aim is to make it feel less like 

a traditional classroom and more like a calm, cosy, and welcoming environment where 

children can feel safe, relaxed, and ready to learn. 

Unfortunately, there is no allocated budget for this project, so we are reaching out to our 

wonderful school community for support. If you have any of the following items in good 

condition that you no longer need, we would be incredibly grateful for your donations: 

• Artificial plants 

• Wicker baskets 

• Warm white or warm yellow fairy lights 

• Table or side lamps (in good working order) 

• Cushion covers in natural colours 

• Shade sail 

• Planters 

We are hoping to create a space similar to the photo below, with a warm, homely 

atmosphere that will benefit all of the children who use The Nest. 

Thank you so much for your kindness, generosity, and continued support. It truly makes a 

difference to our children. 

With thanks, 

Mrs Shirley 

 



LPSA 

 

Avoid the lost porperty box or your child's jumper / cardigan / fleece going home with 

another child. 

Use Stikins! Use the LPSA's fundraising number and you will also be helping raise money that 

will help benefit your child. 

 



Housekeeping 

HCL - Taster event 



 

Thank you so much to Mrs Bridgewater for all the lovely sweet treat tasters she made 

available on Tuesday after school for parents and children to try. Thank you too for stopping 

by to say hello to Mrs Bridgewater she really enjoyed meeting you all.  I know many of you 



had conversations with Mrs Bridgewater which we hope will give you and your children 

confidence to try school dinners.  

 

 



 

 



Wellies 

 

We are still sorting the wellies....and will be sending them home with the children. Any 

wellies which are not named will go into the school stock of spares. If you are expecting 

wellies to be returned that don't appear please can you let the class teacher know via dojo 

and we will do our best to find them.  

If your child brings home wellies that no longer fit them and you don't need them for other 

children in your family we would love to have them for our spares collection. Please remove 

your child's name and drop them off with the office. (or we may find a box for you to put 

them in.)  

We hope to have lots of spare wellies next year so that the children can always access the 

field even when it is wet. If you are buying new wellies over the summer please do ensure 

that they are clearly named for your child.  



Free School Meal Changes 

 

The Department for Education (DfE) has recently updated its guidance on Free School Meals 

(FSM), with important changes coming into effect from September 2026.   

You will be receiving an email at the end of July giving full details of the changes and 

confirming how you apply or re-apply for  free school meals, so please look out for this email. 

Free School Meals funding is important to schools as this may carry extra funding for the 

school, so we would ask everyone to look at the email (on 31st July) and eligibility criteria. 

If you child is in EYFS, Yr 1 or 2 you will still continue to receive Universal Free School Meals 

however, you should apply or re-apply for the FSM if eligible. 

If your child is moving from Yr 2 to Yr 3 their Universal Free School Meal entitlement ends 

and meals will be chargeable at £3.05.  Schoolgrid will automatically change to enable you to 

pay.  Direct Debit can be set up with school grid to make payments easier.  We will also 

reconfirm this in an email to you towards the end of term. 



IMPORTANT!   Dates to remember 

 

July 

Monday 13th July - Reports home to parents 

Tuesday 14th - Parents Evening end of year catch up - Current teacher - appointments 

booked via the office (after 1st July) - 3.40pm - 5.30pm 

Wednesday 15th - Meet your new teacher - appointments booked via the office (after 1st 

July)  - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 

Thursday 16th - Leavers' Assembly - 1.30pm - Parents invited to attend, aprox 1 hour 

duration.  Microsoft form emailed to reserve seats. 

Friday 17th - Headteachers Award Assembly & Rotary Star/Staple Cup - Lower School 

9.05am - Upper School Updated time 2.30pm 

Friday 17th - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

Monday 20th - STAFF TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Shout out to.....  

Ed 

As Miss Owen mentions in her Hello here are some pictures of Ed and his mum walking 

around Grafham 

Well Done Ed, what an achievement! 



 

 



 

Emilia, Melodie, Ariella & Phoebe 

Dance World Cup in Dublin update - Emilia has danced her lyrical and ballet solo. She did 

brilliantly in both but especially well in her ballet where she has placed 12th!!! She has also 

loved chatting to dancers from around the world and watching world class performances. 

Such an incredible experience and there is more to come! 

 Melodie and Ariella are there dancing too, and I'm sure more photos will follow next week 

once they have returned. 

Good Luck girls! 



 



 

 



 

Ruby J, Rae, Ada, Matilda, Scarlett, Marnie and Summer  

Falcon Flames performed amazingly well last weekend as Miss Owen mentioned.  

Well done all involved! 



 

 



 



 



 



 

Events for you 

Primary Sports Stars -Summer Sports Camps 

 



Paxfest - Saturday 11th July 

 



Football Fun Factory - 18th July 

 

Discovery Club Grafham Water 

 



Norris Museum 

 



Talent Dance Academy - Summer Camp 

 



One Leisure - Little Paxton Sports Sessions 

 



Summer Reading Challenge 

 



Summer Holiday Free Musical Craft Day 

 



Summer Choral Course 2026 at St Catharine's College, Cambridge 

 



Wild Fest 

 



Summer Job Opportunity 

 

Education Inclusion Family Advisor (EIFA) 

EIFA team are hosting further drop in appointment opportunities. 

Please see posters.  



 



EIFA July 26 EIFA workshop poster 

 



CUFC Summer Soccer School 

 

Previous copies of Paxton Press can be found on our website. 

Thanks for reading   
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